
Day 18

You scramble to your feet and press your face to the wall, eye up to the crack, and there
they are, seemingly swaying to music that you cannot hear.  Your breath catches in your
throat as they start to walk away; you call out but either they cannot hear you, or else they
are ignoring you.  You beg and plead for them to return, but soon they seem to have
vanished into the light which still seeps out of the crack in the wall. Sobbing, you sit at the
table and bury your head in your arms.  It was something, or was it just someone?  You’re
not quite sure, and slowly, as you calm down, you doze off.

Breathing in deeply, you begin to surface from what must have only been a short nap, but
you feel better.  Surely if there was someone then they would return?  They did in a week
this time; perhaps next time they’ll come back sooner.  Hope is a dangerous thing, but
you’ve been alone for so long with just the toys, and the rumbling beneath, and the voices,
that any sign of life is welcome.  As you fully awaken, you realise that you can hear music.
It’s not any kind of music you have heard before, but you recognise the tempo — it must be
the music that the being was hearing before.  You rush back to the wall and look as hard as
you can through the crack.  As your eye adjusts to the light from the other side, you can see
whoever it was and yes, they are definitely not human; and yes, they are moving to the
music, lost in it.  You giggle as you watch the… Alien Dancing.
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https://sudokupad.app/?puzzleid=fpuzzlesN4IgzglgXgpiBcA2ANCALhNAbO8QEEB7AZQAIBaUgEQEMBPUgRgA4LT8sIYA7am7gMYRuAcxCoaAVzQALQgCcEIANLDuEMIW7iQ8yTjAw0SgHIKAtjSylEAD0SlikgCaEA1pNIAlfTDDsABwCsOgAdbnCqCBFMfystEVIaeXlCAHdSTm4%2FUnNJMDRSMElzUjRCMpkYUmdozFJhSuqheQEcJMLZaoLkwsIAMyaklPSAOnDwgBUq0gByAFlbR340GlnSARgsawEFeT8ArWd%2FNMwZMsJneln%2FTe2G3i7SfuErUgDJKCgcUZ0ReQgzgQAG1gaAYgA3HgABR4Qiw82SbjACG4%2BiwAF9kOCIFDuLDBBAEUiUfA0dssTi8QT4Yj5MjUejKSBITC4US6QyyUzsSzcWzCcT6aTyZjeaz8eyhVzRRiALrIMF86lSzkinlUgW0kmMini%2FmSwVq3VizWG7XCk3MiU0jk67l6s226XqikKpU21X22X6lVG70a5Vau2Wh2moPmkMywOe%2F2hn1Or3xpnuxNx6OOiPO41h60G7MBzMQqySXAAZlQEoQaD0MEr%2BaTGfDsYtTbzftbrsxqZAxawpYQACZ63jq7WR8GXVbfZOcwms42u%2B3Z4Xmw300uZ5Gp7mey2o5u053p0eDyeFxvz%2Fud%2FPr3OUwqQMlUmkQaAsn4QcCQF5BwBhQcdF%2FP8yyAxgQJAd0f3%2FQDUGAxggLLP8ELlR87iwUlv2AwC5WZD9MKw%2F8AFYgP%2FRAwL%2FcioOAki4P%2FAAWRC%2F0Y1DUHQzDoL%2FEjcN5fCvx%2FIiILg%2BihJ%2FJDQLgpCcMVATRK8RA5IUnC0K2DCQVk0CePfYRP3gUFZMYuDBNo2SqJkrxBMMn8FKs%2BSuMglTtg4izmMg%2BU2JoERcCVdj1JcszexLXAQEAPg3AEXdwBYAkAHg3ABD9nRCGkD8%2FyUABiAAxNLmAABhynR%2Bi0NBkrwFKctKrKQHckBajAGgACMcGcLBCBiAR1N2bgaxoWoBAwLQUUfGtSwEfhaiuNA%2FEIAJeu4TDH00ftppBCsiOQejkBQRhkGHTaUGHNaVuWrbkArHbVvWs7NorYcVuHCsUBWtbNse5AbuO9bcKAA%3D%3D%3D

